Northview High School
Language Arts Department
11th Grade American Literature and Composition
2017-2018
Course Title: American Literature and Composition
Instructors:  Matt Kamibayashi, Kierstan Isaacs, and Meredith Evans
Email: kamibayashim@fultonschools.org; isaacsk1@fultonschools.org;
evansmm@fultonschools.org
Textbook Information:
The American Experience
**Textbooks will not be issued to each student. Class sets of textbooks will be used as needed**
Supplemental Texts/Novels:  Titles vary by teacher.
**Replacement cost for school issued novels $20**
Course Description:
The goal of this course is to provide students with opportunities to develop their language and
perception skills within the context of American literary traditions.
Course Assumptions:
● Language is perception.
● Reading and writing are fundamentally inseparable acts of perception.
● Students’ ability to read is directly proportional to their ability to write, and vice versa.
● Good writing can be taught simply and directly.
● The various modes of writing and reading (descriptive, narrative, discursive) are both
fluid and analogous to each other.
Evaluation and Grading Scale:
A= 90 and above B=80 – 89 C=70 – 79 F=69 and below
Assessment Categories and Weights:

●
●
●
●

Summative Assessments
Formative Assessments
Homework
Final Exam/ EOCT

50%
20%
10%
20%

**All summative assessment scores will be updated when students prove mastery of the skills
and concepts associated with those assessments; thus, they have the ability to improve their
overall grade as they prove mastery.
Late Assignment Penalties1 day late - 10% deduction; 2 days late - 20% deduction; 3 days late - 30% deduction; more
than three days late – 50% deduction. It is at the teacher’s discretion whether he or she
chooses to accept an assignment which is over a week late.
Absences
Attendance is mandatory in American Lit. Students are responsible for any material covered
during an absence. Frequent absences negatively impact students’ grades.
Students must notify the teacher of school-related absences prior to the absence, or the
assignments due or covered on that day will not be accepted. Field trips, club meetings, athletic
activities, and other functions neither excuse work due, nor postpone the due date. Put simply,
each student is responsible for attaining all material covered in the course regardless of
absences.
Make Up Work
The student is responsible for approaching the teacher for make-up work the day s/he returns
from an absence. Make up work is defined as any work assigned during an absence. Remember
that any work assigned before an absence is still due on the assigned due date. Students are
expected to self-advocate; it is not the teacher’s responsibility to approach the student.
Fulton County Policy—Provision for Improving Grades
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will
be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has
demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers are expected
to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All
recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school
days prior to the end of the semester.
Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve
their grades.
Recovery Policy
1. Recovery is for students who, despite a conscientious effort and communication with their
teachers, have failed to demonstrate satisfactory understanding of course standards. It is not for
the student who has been failing for many weeks and then wishes to recover during the final

days of the course. Opportunities for students to recover from a 74 or below cumulative average
will be provided when all work required to date has been completed and the student has
demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements. Students who have not
attempted to complete all course requirements are not eligible for recovery.
2. Students may initiate recovery on major assessments starting with the second major
assessment of the semester as long as they have made a legitimate effort to meet all course
requirements including attendance. Unexcused absences may prevent this opportunity.
3. So that students stay focused on the content at hand and don’t become overwhelmed and fall
too far behind, they must initiate recovery on a major assessment within five school days of
being informed of the grade on that assessment. Recovery work must be completed within ten
school days prior to the end of the semester. The nature and type of recovery assignment is
given at the discretion of the teacher.
*Grading guidelines for recovery assignments will vary by department. It is the responsibility of
the student to fully understand the grading guidelines/highest possible score for completed
recovery work.*
Honor code
As explained in the student handbook, cheating is defined as “the giving or receiving, in any
form, information relating to a gradable experience.” Violations of the honor code will result in
a zero for the assignment, plus an honor code violation form placed in the student’s disciplinary
file. Read the handbook carefully to fully understand what constitutes a violation.

Northview HS English Department Plagiarism Statement
Plagiarism is presenting another’s words or ideas as though they are entirely one's own.
Plagiarism is an Honor Code Violation.
Acts of plagiarism can include, but are not limited to:
1. using words or ideas from a published source or the internet without proper
permission;
2. using the work of another student (e.g., copying another student’s homework,
composition, or project in entirety or in part;
3. Using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, tutor, or paid
author.
Excessive editing note: Students learn to write well through practice and
independent exploration of language manipulation. This effort, like any learning
experience, often requires persistence and “perspiration.” Well-meaning parents,
siblings, tutors, and others who contribute their own ideas, words, phrases, and
revisions to a student’s writing, not only cause that student to miss the opportunity
to achieve self-reliance, but also inhibit the student from presenting his own voice.
Positive ways to help a student grow in his writing process include reading the
paper or writing exercise and marking areas that need clarification, punctuation,
elaboration, or more precise wording, allowing the student to figure out the error
and correct it independently. Oftentimes having the student read the paper aloud

will greatly help in error identification. Cues such as, “What exactly do you mean?”
or “This sentence seems awkward” are also very appropriate.
Plagiarism on any project or paper at Northview High School will result in a zero for the
assignment and an Honor Code Violation. Unless directly stipulated by the teacher,
collaboration on written work is not acceptable. Students who willingly provide other students
with access to their coursework or homework are also in violation of the Honor Code.
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Student Name
(Printed)_____________________________________
Teacher:

Date_______________________
Subject:

Please read the teacher’s full-length syllabus. Log on to www.northviewhigh.com then click on the
syllabus link to locate the teacher’s name. Sign below if you have read the online syllabus.
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Recovery Policy
Recovery is for students who, despite a conscientious effort and communication with their teachers, have
failed to demonstrate satisfactory understanding of course standards. It is not for the student who has
been failing for many weeks and then wishes to recover during the final days of the course. Opportunities
for students to recover from a 74 or below cumulative average will be provided when all work required to
date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course
requirements. Students who have not attempted to complete all course requirements are not eligible for
recovery.
Students may initiate recovery on major assessments starting with the second major assessment of the
semester as long as they have made a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including
attendance. Unexcused absences may prevent this opportunity.
So that students stay focused on the content at hand and don’t become overwhelmed and fall too far
behind, they must initiate recovery on a major assessment within five school days of being informed of the
grade on that assessment. Recovery work must be completed within ten school days prior to the end of
the semester. The nature and type of recovery assignment is given at the discretion of the teacher.

*Grading guidelines for recovery assignments will vary by department. It is the responsibility
of the student to fully understand the grading guidelines/highest possible score for completed
recovery work.*

Sign below if you understand the recovery policy.
Student Signature_________________________ Parent Signature___________________
HONOR CODE: Cheating has been defined as giving or receiving information relating to a gradable
experience including the use of sources other than those specifically approved by the teacher. Plagiarism
and the related act of allowing another student to use one’s work are not to be considered
inconsequential pranks. Such acts involve serious moral implications; they constitute lying and stealing.
They are unjust to teachers who spend valuable time evaluating the paper. They are ultimately harmful to

the student committing the act, who is deliberately undermining his/her integrity, destroying his/her
reputation, and breaking the trust that must exist between a student and teacher. An honor code violation
results in a zero on the assignment, no opportunity to make up the work, and disciplinary action. For the
complete honor code policy, visit the Student Handbook on www.northviewhigh.com.
Sign below if you understand the consequences of cheating at Northview High School.
Student Signature_____________________________________
Parent Signature______________________________________

TECHNOLOGY POLICY: Northview computers and Chromebooks are only for school
research and projects. The Internet may not be used for personal reasons. Any unauthorized use
of the internet will be grounds for disciplinary and/or legal action as well as loss of Internet
privileges.
Attempts to log into the internet using another person’s password, falsely posing as a school
system administrator, or other security violations are grounds for termination of privileges and
disciplinary measures. Computer vandalism (including food/drink in a lab) is prohibited and will
result in immediate termination of Internet and computer access as well as appropriate
disciplinary action.
Violators are subject to criminal prosecution. For the complete technology policy, visit Student
Handbook on www.northviewhigh.com.
It is a violation of the above policy:
to download or install any executable programs (such as games, MP3 players, video
players, chat programs, FTP programs, music or video sharing programs, etc.) to a
school computer, or on to any student’s share folder (Z drive).
to store any files (documents, pictures, videos, etc.) on any student’s share folder (Z
drive) that are not directly used in an assignment or teacher directed work; no personal
documents, pictures, music videos or other files.
to use the school computers and internet connection to access email, games, chat
rooms, sharing sites, ecommerce sites, etc, unless specifically directed by the teacher.
If this form is not signed by the student and a parent or guardian by Monday, August 21,
the student’s computer account will be disabled until the form is signed. Sign below if you

understand the Northview technology policy.
Student Signature ______________________________
Parent Signature _______________________________

Please review BOTH sides of the Syllabus Signature
Sheet. Verify that you have signed your understanding
of the three policies listed: Recovery, Honor Code, and
Technology.

